THE 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


9th  Fehruaru,  1897. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  tlie  year  1896. 
Tliere  were  registered — 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Births  . 

259 

242 

501 

Deaths  ... 

108 

109 

217 

Excess  of  Birtl IS  ... 

151 

1  oo 
loo 

284 

Tlie  estimated  increase  of  population  in  1896  over  1895  was 

275,— the  natural  increase,  he.,  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths, 
was  284. 


Ihe  Birth-rate  was  35*1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
The  general  Death-rate  was  15'2  per  1,000. 


Subjoined  are  Tables  and  is  a  ^^Talde  of  Deatlis 

dining  the  Teai  1896,  classihed  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages  ”  j 
B  is  a  Talile  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of 
Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  IMedical  Officer 

of  Healtli  dining  the  year  189{),  classified  according  to  Diseases 
and  Ages.” 


Q 


TABLIC  “A”— Deaths, 

At  all  Undar  I  1  aa  1  5  and  15anl  25  an-l  (ST)  and 

A,^es.  Veir.  under  5.  under  15.  under  25.  under  (5  ),  upwar.ls. 


217  57  o3  10 
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Go 
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Diseases. 

T'n  ler  5. 

5  upwards 

Total 

Scarlatina 

1 

*) 

o 

4 

Diphtheria 

4 

1 

7) 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Knteric  or  Typhoid  Fever . 

1 

7) 

G 

Puerperal 

— ■ 

1 

I 

Cholera 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

2 

2 

Measles 

1 

— 

1 

Md'iooping  Cougli 

2 

— ■ 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

5 

2 

/ 

Plieumatic  Fever 

- — - 

2 

Phthisis 

1 

0 

10 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy 

17 

29 

4G 

I T eart  Disease . . . 

— • 

20 

20 

Influenza 

1 

4 

5 

Injuries 

— 

9 

9 

All  other  Diseases  . 

7)5 

40 

95 
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TABLE  “B 

” — PorrLATiov,  Births,  Ac. 

Population  at  all  Ages— 

Registered  Births — - 

Census,  1891 

12,8G1 

Oiale 

27)9 

Estimated  to  middle 

Female  ... 

2 12 

of  189(5  ... 

1  1.219 

Total  . 

.5()i 

*> 
•  \ 

•  / 


New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness. 


Under  5. 

5  upwards. 

d'ot  ll. 

Scarlatina 

()2 

118 

175 

Diphtheria 

11 

() 

17 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  ... 

5 

25 

m 

Ctin tinned  Fever 

2 

I 

o 

Puerperal 

. . .  — 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

18 

14 

Jl ottvl  ••• 

81 

IGO 

241 

Cases  Removed  to 

Isolation  Host 

TTAL. 

Under  5. 

5  upwaards. 

Total. 

Scarlatina 

28 

54 

82 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

1 

5 

G 

i  OtcLl  •••  ••• 

29 

59 

88 

F rom  these  Tables  we  arrive  at  the  following 


faclSj  viz. 


(a)  That  the  Infantile  Death-rate  was  11*1  cnit.] 

(h)  That  the  Chilil  Death-rate  (under  5  years)  was  41*4  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deatlis ; 

(c)  That  the  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  noticed  (241)  were 

IG'9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population ; 

(d)  That  the  Death-rate  from  six  principal  Zymotic  diseases 

was  1'7  j)er  1,000;  and  that  all  the  Deatlis  from 
Zymotic  disease  were  I '8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 

There  was  not  a  case  of  Small-pox  during  the  Year.  The 
solitary  case  (fatal)  tabulated  under  the  head  of  ‘‘Cholera’’  was 
that  of  a  child  certified  to  have  died  (at  4  months  old)  of  “  Cholera 
Nostras”  (synonym,  English  Cholera),  but  neither  was  the  case 
notified,  nor  the  duration  of  the  disease  certified.  It  occurred  in 
August.  There  were  only  seven  other  deaths  from  Diarrhmal 
disease  certified,  and  as  some  of  these  w'ere,  doulitless,  primarily 
due  to  Dentition  and  improper  feeding,  it  may  be  stated  that 
there  Avas  com})lete  immunity  from  Se.ai^onal  Bowel  Com])laints. 
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Scarlatina. — Tlie  very  al)nor]iial  numljer  of  175  (one  IuukIixmI 
and  seventy-five)  cases  were  notified,  with  four  deaths  in  Newton, 
and  two  of  cases  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Warrington. 
Sixty-two  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  j^atients  of  five  years  of  age  and  upwards  made  the  tale  of 
the  cases  notified  of  this  disease.  It  was  with  us  throughout  tlio 
year ;  not  a  single  month  passed  in  freedom  from  it.  It  was  most 
])revalent  in  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year.  In  the 
first  (|uarter  there  were  18  cases,  in  the  second  quarter  30  cases,  in 
the  third  quarter  56  cases,  and  in  the  last  quarter  71  cases.  The 
distribution  of  the  disease  is  tabulated  below,  along  with  the  other 
cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  the  Authoritv. 

To  the  mildness  of  type  of  the  invasion  is  attributable,  chiefly, 
the  comparatively  small  mortality  attending  it.  I  cannot  resist  the 
conviction  that  if  Isolation  had  been  more  widely  resorted  to  in 
January  and  February  (in  the  two  months  there  were  only  seven 
cases  notified),  the  epidemic  would  not  have  become  so  extensive  ; 
but  on  the  subject  of  Isolation  I  shall  speak  again  in  my  general 
comment  at  the  end  of  this  section  of  my  Report.  The  mildness 
of  the  disease  favoured,  to  a  certain  extent,  its  diffusion.  I  suspect 
that  many  cases  were  overlooked — and  not  from  wilful  negligence  ; 

that  manv  cases  were  not  submitted  to  medical  observation  and 

%/ 

advice  during  their  course ;  and  in  not  a  few  a  familiarity,  kindred 
to  that  which  breeds  contempt,  engendered  carelessness. 

Twenty-eight  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  fifty-four 
other  persons,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria. — Seventeen  cases  were  notified,  and  five  Deaths 
certified.  None  was  removed  to  hospital. 

Enteric,  or,  Typhoid  Fever. — Thirty  cases  were  notified,  and 
six  deaths  in  Newton  certified.  Six  of  the  cases  were  sent  to  the 
Hospital — and  none  died]  a  truly  convincing  object-lesson  of  the 
supreme  importance  of  nursing  and  feeding  in  this  disease. 

Continued  Fever. — Three  cases — not  one  fatal. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Two  fatal  cases. 

Erysipelas.  --Fourteen  cases — two  fatal. 


The  notified  cases  were  tlius 


distributed : — • 


Scar¬ 

latina. 

Diph- 

theria. 

En¬ 

teric. 

Con¬ 

tinued. 

Puer¬ 

peral. 

Erv- 

sipela.^ 

5.  Totals, 

Viaduct  Ward 

59 

G 

2 

1 

1 

2 

71 

Town  Hall  Ward  . . . 

;i9 

<> 

O 

18 

2 

— 

7 

G9 

Crow  Lane  AVard  . . . 

31 

4 

4 

— 

— 

O 

42 

Wargrave  Ward  ... 

19 

4 

o 

o 

— 

1 

1 

28 

Newton  Ward 

27 

— 

o 

o 

— 

— 

1 

31 

Totals  . 

175 

17 

30 

o 

O 

2 

14 

241 

Tlie  greatest  number  of  cases  were  in  the  two  most  populous 
W  ards  (Viaduct  and  Town  Hall),  and  the  contiguous  Crow  Lane 
W  ard.  You  have  been  informed  by  my  Quarterly  Reports  of  the 
Scarlatinal  invasion  (especially  in  the  third  and  fourth  cpiarters  of 
the  year),  and  of  the  inequality  and  inadequacy  of  the  Isolation 
availed  of.  In  the  second  cpiarter  of  the  year,  five  cases  of 
Scarlatina  in  one  house  were  notified,  and  none  of  them  removed. 
Later,  we  were  called  to  attend  a  third  case  of  Enteric  Fever  in  a 
house.  The  two  children  previously  attacked  were  almost  con¬ 
valescent  ;  the  mother  stated  that  she  had  begged  the  Doctor,  to 
remove  them  “if  it  was  Fever,”  but  he  had  declined  to  do  so.  In 
such  circumstances  the  Council  ought  to  exercise  the  legal  power 
they  can  obtain  to  remove  cases  ivithout  proper  accommodation.  In 
the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  Enteric  Fever  appeared.  Twenty- 
six  cases  were  notified,  seventeen  of  which  were  in  Town  Hall 
ard,  and  sixteen  of  those  in  the  new  colony  of  “Athol”  and 
“  Clarence”  Streets.  The  land  on  which  the  houses  in  these  so-called 
“streets”  are  built,  was  only  recently  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Only  provision  is  made  to  convey  the  slop-Avater  through  the  small 
l)ack  streets  or  alleys,  to  a  branch  sewer  at  the  end  of  them.  The 
place  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  swamp. 

Disinfectants  were  freely  and  gratuitously  supplied,  and  the 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  has  S3'"stcmatically  disinfected  chani- 
Iko’S,  clothing,  Ac.,  by  sulphur  and  carbolic  acid. 


any  years  ago,  in  a  previous  epidemic,  the  Improvement 
Commissioners  came  to  the  wise  resolution  that  disinfection  should 
be  carried  out  more  effectually,  and  gave  orders  that  inquiries 
should  be  made  about  suitable  apparatus ;  but  the  matter  ended  in 
good  intentions,  and  it  is  left  to  their  successors  to  carry  them  out. 
Where  Isolation  is  inadequate — and  especially  at  the  beginning  of 
infectious  disease — it  is  imperatively  necessary  in  erder  to  arrest, 
or  limit,  the  diffusion  of  disease,  to  destroy  all  germs. 

In  my  dual  capacity  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  District 
INIedical  Officer,  the  whole  parish  is  under  my  constant  purvicAV. 
INIany  minor  insanitary  matters  are  attended  to  as  the  result  of  my 
])ersonal  directions.  There  is  but  little  trouble  in  getting  official 
notices  of  nuisances  attended  to.  In  onlv  two  instances  has  my 
OAvn  intervention  been  required  preliminary  to  prosecution. 


Subjoined  is  the — 


IvETuiiN  OF  Nuisances  Dealt  With  During 

AVant  of,  or  defective,  sanitary  pails  ... 
Want  of  ashpit  doors 
Insanitary  closets... 


THE  Year. 

...  2S7 
7<S 

. . .  m 


Choked,  or  defective,  drains 
Back-yards  rvith  defective  pavement 
Insanitarv  or  filth v  houses 
Defective  doAvn  spouts  ... 
Accumulation  of  manure 


7)1 

11 

G 


G 


C vercro wding  1  )y  lodgers 
Keeping  pigs  to  the  danger  of  health 
Other  causes 


<■> 

o 


2() 


Total... 


7)41) 


The  removal  of  Excrement  and  Dry  Befuse  is  better  attended 
to,  and  more  care  is  taken  with  the  latter  in  its  transit  to  the  places 
of  de])osit.  There  must,  hoAvever,  be  a  linality,  sooJU'r  or  latc'r,  to 
the  present  arrangements,  for  too  large  areas  must  not  he  utilised, 
nor  too  great  a  l)ulk  1)e  depositc'd  thereon. 
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Waten — The  quality  is  excellent,  and  the  supply  fairly 
constant,  witli  occasional  exceptions  in  the  higher-lying  parts  of 
the  district.  The  three  developments  of  profusion,  permanency, 
and  j)ressure  increased,  would  make  it  a  well-nigli  perfect  supply. 
The  Whiter  Question  has  for  some  time  been  the  subject  of  the  most 
careful  and  anxious  consideration  of  the  Council,  and  it  is  to  be 
lamped  is  within  reasonable  distance  of  a  satisfactory  settlement. 

Although  the  amount  of  impurity  flowing  into  the  Newton 
Taike  is  diminished,  there  is  still  too  much  coming  from  the 
IMillington  Brook.  The  variation  from  minimum  to  maximum  of 
tlie  pollution  is  so  coincident  witli  seasons,  days,  and  hours,  that  in 
the  absence  of  absolute  knowledge,  it  can  only  be  explained  by 
})art  of  it  being  held  up  aliove  till  the  convenient  time  for  letting  it 
down  arrives. 

StreeUmaking  required. — In  addition  to  the  streets  being 
now  made  by  a  Contractor,  there  are  others  not  mentioned  by  me 
in  my  previous  Reports  ;  and,  amongst  others,  I  must  name  Hotel 
Street  (east  end),  and  Derby  Street  (north  end). 

Compared  witli  the  statistics  just  issued  b}"  the  Registrar- 
General,  our  general  Death-rate  is  D9  below  that  of  England 
and  Whies;  our  infantile  Death-rate  corresponds  to  37  per  1,000 
lielow ;  and  our  Zymotic  Death-rate  to  '48  lielow. 

I  am  sending  “Countv  Form  C”  to  the  Countv  Medical 
Ollicei-. 


I  have  the  lionour  to  1»e, 

Sir, 

Your  obehient  servant, 


JOHN  Wh  W'ATKINS. 


